
Dear Friend,

America is a nation of immigrants. My own family emigrated from Germany in the late 1880s. We 

are a nation built on hard work, freedom and opportunity. While I fully support legal immigration, 

we cannot encourage individuals to break our laws and enter the country illegally.

Border protection is important to our national security and economy. For more than two centuries, 

Americans have fought to protect our sovereignty and secure our borders. Sadly, today our borders 

are a sieve, with illegal immigrants pouring into the country.

Th e time has come to reform and enforce our immigration policies. I hope you’ll take a few minutes 

to review the following information about the real costs of illegal immigration.

With warmest regards,

Immigration

Congressman Gil Gutknecht
First District, Minnesota
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Congressman Gutknecht speaks 
about immigration (left) and 

discusses the options for reform 
with constituents (right) at a 

town hall meeting in August.

The REAL ID Act of 2005 (HR 418): 
Establishes regulations for state driver’s license 
and ID document security standards; prevents 
terrorists from abusing U.S. asylum laws; unifi es 
terrorism-related grounds for inadmissibility 
and removal and ensures construction of the 
San Diego border fence. Passed and signed.

Citizenship Reform Act of 2005
(HR 698): Amends the Immigration and 
Nationality Act to deny citizenship at birth to 
children born in the U.S. of parents who are not 
citizens or permanent resident aliens. Pending.

Security and Fairness Enhancement 
for America Act of 2005 (HR 1219): 
Amends the Immigration and Nationality Act 
to eliminate the diversity immigrant program. 
Pending.

CLEAR Act of 2005 (HR 3137): Allows local 
law enforcement to arrest and detain illegal 
aliens. Pending.

Criminal Alien Accountability Act 
(HR 3150): Amends the Immigration and 
Nationality Act to impose mandatory sentencing 
ranges with respect to aliens who re-enter the 
U.S. after having been deported. Pending.

Border Protection Corps Act
(HR 3622): Authorizes the governor of a state 
to organize and call into service able-bodied 
and eligible citizens to help prevent individuals 
from unlawfully entering the United States. 
Pending.

H. Con. Res 50: Non-binding resolution which 
states disapproval of the US-Mexico totalization 
agreement on Social Security checks. Pending. 

Legislation Co-Sponsored



Illegal aliens are eligible for emergency Medicaid 
services and emergency medical services provided 
by the states.

For each fi scal year (FY2005-FY2008), the Medicare 
bill passed in 2003 will appropriate $250 million 
to states to be distributed based on the following 
criteria:

• $167 million is allotted to states based on
 the percentage  of unauthorized aliens
 residing in the state compared to the total
 number of unauthorized aliens in the
 United States;  and
• $83 million is allocated to the six states
 with the highest percentage of
 unauthorized alien apprehensions.

(Source: Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and 
Modernization Act (MPDIMA) of 2003, Public Law 108-173) 

K-12 expenditures for illegal alien children total
$12 billion per year while expenditures for illegal 
alien children plus children born in the United States 
to illegal aliens total $28.6 billion per year.

The cost to educate children of illegal aliens in 
Minnesota in 2004 was $276.6 million.

(Source: “Breaking the Piggy Bank: How Illegal Immigration 
is Sending Schools Into the Red,” Jack Martin, June 2005)
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Currently, criminal aliens account for more than
29 percent of prisoners in Federal Bureau of 
Prisons facilities.

(Source: Federal Bureau of Prisons)

Incarceration of criminal aliens costs an estimated 
$624 million to state prisons in 1999 and $891 
million to federal prisons in 2002.

(Source: Bureau of Justice)

From 1995 to 2000, Immigration and Naturalization 
Services released more than 35,000 criminal 
aliens instead of deporting them. More than 
11,000 of those released went on to commit 
serious crimes – 1,800 of which were violent, 
including 98 homicides, 142 sexual assaults and 
44 kidnappings.

(Source: Federation for American Immigration Reform)

Fifty-fi ve percent of hired farm workers are 
unauthorized to work in the United States.

Sixty to 70 percent of seasonal agriculture workers 
provide fraudulent documents, according to 
audits by United States Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement.

(Source: “Farm Labor Shortages and Immigration Policy,” 
Linda Levine, February 22, 2005)

Forty-two percent of births to immigrants are 
to illegal alien mothers. In 2005, births to illegal 
aliens will account for one in 10 births in the 
United States.

In the three months following the announcement 
of the Administration’s willingness to permit 
foreigners already working inside the United 
States to participate in its temporary worker 
program, the number of illegal aliens apprehended 
along the southwestern border soared 25 percent 
over the same period during the previous year.

(Source: “Alternatives to Amnesty: Proposals for Fair and 
Eff ective Immigration Reform,” Edwin Meese III, James 
Jay Carafano, Ph.D., Matthew Spalding, Ph.D. and Paul 
Rosenzweig, June 2, 2005)

Snapshot of a typical illegal alien:
• Age: 32
• Average household: four people
• Average education: seven years
• Hourly wage: $5.45
• Annual individual income: $8,982
• Annual family income: $15,364.

At the time of this survey, many of the illegal aliens 
were well established, having lived in the United 
States for more than 10 years.

Estimate of illegal aliens in Minnesota: 60,000 to 
94,000.

(Source: “Distribution of the Illegal Alien Population,” 
Federation for American Immigration Reform, June 
2003)

Demographics

Visit www.gil.house.gov to sign up for the E-Line, a weekly update via your e-mail, and to listen to Gil’s weekly radio shows!


