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Mr. Jeffords:

Mr. President, I rise today to join my colleague from Vermont, Mr. Leahy, in
introducing the Vermont Wilderness Act of 2006.  This legislation designates
48,051 acres within the Green Mountain National Forest for management under
the 1964 Wilderness Act.

The Green Mountain National Forest constitutes more than 400,000 acres of
woodlands in central and southern Vermont.  The Forest hosts up to 3.4 million
visitors each year and is capable of supporting a variety of uses, from timber
production to snowmobiling to hiking, which contribute to Vermont’s economy.
The forest is also an important wildlife habitat and source of clean, fresh water.  If
well managed, the Green Mountain National Forest will remain one of Vermont’s
most precious environmental treasures, while continuing to support our state’s
economic and recreational needs for generations to come.

The National Forest Service is responsible for most aspects of national forest
management but Congress reserved the authority to set aside undisturbed
wilderness lands.  Good stewardship of the forest requires leadership, and now is
the time for us to accept this responsibility to designate additional wilderness
areas.

Twenty-two years ago, as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, I
joined my Senate colleagues, Mr. Stafford and Mr. Leahy, to introduce the
Vermont Wilderness Act of 1984.  That act designated 41,260 acres as
wilderness.  Since that time the Green Mountain National Forest has acquired
over 110,000 additional acres, while the populations of the state and the region
have increased.  These changing demands, and the changing landscape,
provide the opportunity and drive the need to designate additional land as
wilderness.

The Vermont Wilderness Act of 1984 directed Congress to consider additional
wilderness designations in the Green Mountain National Forest only after 15
years had elapsed and the management plan for the Forest had been thoroughly
reviewed.  With last month’s adoption of a completely revised Land Resource
Management Plan for the Green Mountain National Forest, these conditions have
been met and it is time to act.
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I have worked for the past six years with the other members of Vermont’s
Congressional delegation, the National Forest Service, and State leaders. I have
reviewed comments from thousands of constituents, visited the forest on the
ground and viewed it from the air, and spent countless hours studying maps.
These new designations are the result of thorough analysis and thought, and we
do not make them lightly.

Many Vermonters disagree with the need for any wilderness designations, much
less additional lands to be set aside at this time.  I understand their concerns, but
I also recognize the intent of the Wilderness Act of 1964, and I believe deeply in
the benefits of managing some areas so that forces of nature hold sway.

The Vermont Wilderness Act of 2006 designates two significant new wilderness
areas: the 28,491-acre Glastenbury wilderness in southern Vermont, and the
12,437-acre Battell wilderness in central Vermont.  These are pristine, remote
forest lands, and would remain undisturbed for future generations.

The recently completed Land and Resource Management Plan for the Green
Mountain National Forest is a credit to everyone who worked on it, and reflects
the hard work of the U.S. National Forest Service.  This plan calls for additions to
several existing wilderness areas including Peru Peak, Big Branch, Breadloaf
and Lye Brook.  These recommended additions are included in this legislation,
with some modification.

This legislation also calls for 16,890 acres of the Moosalamoo Recreation Area in
Central Vermont to be designated a national recreation area. Moosalamoo exists
today as a world-class destination for widely diverse outdoor recreation activities
on both public and private land.  Moosalamoo is managed cooperatively by a
group of owners and it attracts visitors from far and wide for hiking, camping,
Nordic and alpine skiing and other activities.  From the Robert Frost interpretive
trails to the blueberry management areas and oak clad escarpments,
Moosalamoo is uniquely deserving of national recreation area designation.

The Green Mountain National Forest is an important source of wood products
and the timber industry is critically important to Vermont’s economy.  These
wilderness and national recreation area designations are not meant to interfere
with a robust timber management program within the forest, and I will work to
support that program at every opportunity.

As we introduce this legislation it is important to acknowledge the fine work of
Supervisor Paul Brewster and the staff of the Green Mountain National Forest.
They applied great skill and technical expertise in developing the new
management plan for the forest.  The same professionalism will certainly be
applied to implement the plan.  Our wilderness designations differ somewhat
from those proposed by the Forest Service, which is the reason this authority is
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reserved for Congress, but the new management plan has helped to inform and
guide our work.

It is with great pride that I join my colleagues to introduce the Vermont
Wilderness Act of 2006.  Our great state has been blessed with a beautiful
natural landscape, which Vermonters have worked hard to preserve. This bill will
continue in that tradition by helping to secure areas of the unspoiled wilderness
that Vermont is known and admired for.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
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