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Janvary 11, 2006

The Honorable John B. Larson

United States House of Representatives
221 Main Straet, 2nd Floor

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Congre;sman Larson: -

The Connecticut Citizens’ Coalition for Nursing Home Refori:
(CCCNHR) is pleased to support the Nursing Home Fire Safel / Actof
200s. :

As you well kmow, in February 2003 a fire killed 16 people at i Hartford
nursing home that was not equipped with an automatic fire sprinklex
system. While the Connecticut General Assembly passed legizlation in
2003 to requize all nursing homes to be fitted with automatic fi..c
sprinkier sys:sms, sadly, the deadline set for nursing homes to comply
was recently delayed. Becanse CCCNHR wants to make certs.n that our
state’s - and nation’s - vulnerable nursing home residents are j»-otected,
we support your national Nursing Home Fire Safety Act.

‘We ate pleastd that your bipartisan bill, like the Connecticut | w, would
provide financial assistance to nursing homes to spur the insta® ation of
this rnost imyrortant defense to fatal fites. Furthermore, we hoye the
legislation cumpels the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Se:'vices
(CMS) to adypt the 2005 Life Safety Code requirement for au:omatic fire
sprinklers in all nursing facilities.

CCCNHR again thanks you for introducing this life-saving lejislation.

Sincerely, 5

/aw.\ _ y vy ==

McNichol Steven C. Kilpat:ick .
CCCNHR Bnard, Chair CCCNHR Board Member
NCCNHR Board. Member
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