Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DT 20510

March 3, 2005

The Honorable Condoleezza Rics
Secretary of State

2301 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secrstary Rice:
We are writing to yvou about an 1ssue of greve concern: the ongoing vielence m Darfur, Sudan.

You are tzking up your position as Secretary of Stats just as matiers in Sudan reach a cntical
juncturs. The recent internaticnally supported north-south agreement between the Government
of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement merks an important opportunity for
peace petween the warring parties and a prospective end to = decades-long conflict, although the
challenges of implementation are Tortmdable. Eowever, while the world justly celebrates the
milestone Naivasha Protocals, violence continues to rage in Darfur.

Both Congress and the President have recogmized the terrible violence in Darfur as genocidz.
‘While that acknowledgement may represent 2 small step forward from our country’s ragic
blindness towards Rwanda io 1954, simply saying the word ' genocide™ 1s not epough. It has
neithsr stopped the killings nor tnggered 2 meamngful internanonal response.

We applaud the Administration’s work on the Naivasha agresment and recognize the
commitrnent to helping forge & broader Sudanese peace. But as you consider the challenges we
still facc in Sudan, what will our stratzgy be, both in the short and the long term?

Specifically, could you tell us what benchmarks will be vsed to measure progress m Darfur?
Will international assistance stemming from the north-south accord be conditioned on propress
in Darfur? How can we strengthen our partnership with the African Union fo help it deploy
more troops and 1o do so to greater effect? Whar more can we do through the United Nations to
zive tecth o Secunty Councll resojutions and 1o fundamentaliy change the situation on the
ground? '

In termns of foreign assistance, what do vou see as the srategy that will guide the work of USAID
in the country? How can we ensure that the economic and health needs of women and children
are met? The government of Sudan currsnily invests very little in social services for 1ts own
people; what can be done to encourage it 1o do more as it reaps a peace dividend from the north-
south conflict? And, how can we make certain our foreign assistance will reach the arcas of
greatest need?



Additionally, what is our strategy tc achieve justice and accountability for the massive human
rights violations and acts of genocide that have taken place in Sudan?

Sudan is a large country with e significant impact on the region around it. It is clearly not in our
strategic intercst to aliow it to founder. and 1t 1s our abscjute obligation to act on what we have
mutvally declared to be gepocide. Given its importance and given the achievements of

Ambassador Dianforth in elevating the 1ssue and in responding to it, we would urge the President
o name a new envoy for peace in Sudan and to name an individual of similar stature and

commitment,

Like others in govenunent, many of us in Congress are personally troubled by the memonies of
American failures in Rwanda and detemmnined to see us do better this tme in Sudan. We look
forward to your response 2nd 1o working together on this issue.

Sincerely,
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